The Holy Way Presbyterian Church

“The church, rather than standing back from pagan religiosity, pointing our
fingers in righteous indignation, should, like Paul in Athens, minister to their
searching.” William Willimon

August 10, 2025

Rev. Elizabeth Lyman — Pastor



Welcome to Worship
Announcements
Birthdays and Anniversaries

(...singing Happy Birthday, God Loves You!)

*Call to Worship (based on Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16) Rick Dees
One: Please Stand in body or in spirit for the Call to Worship.

Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the convictions of things not seen.
All: Like Abraham, let us follow God, even when we don’t know where
we are going.

By faith, let us look forward to the city that has foundations, whose
architect and builder is God.

All: Let us worship the God whose promises call and claim us
*Opening Prayer

*Opening Hymn #667 When Morning Gilds the Skies
Call to Confession

Sin hinders us and prevents us from receiving God’s Word. Let us open our hearts
to God’s truth and liberate ourselves to walk Christ’s path

Prayer of Confession

God of Hope and Promise, we admit that our faith sometimes falters. We
acknowledge that our doubts and grievances often overwhelm. We struggle to
comprehend our own suffering and that of others. Pardon us when we lose
faith in you and in ourselves. Guide us back to harmonious relationships.
Encourage us to stay engaged and committed to meaningful dialogues filled
with grace. Amen.



A Time of Silence

[Please take this time in silence to offer your own prayers of confession—confessing your need
for God and naming those barriers that keep you from knowing life as God's beloved child.]

Assurance of Pardon

God’s grace is given freely. God’s love is steadfast. Receive the good news that
you are forgiven, and live liberated from sin to the glory of God. Amen.

*Passing of the Peace
Since God has made peace with us, let us make peace with each other.
The peace of Christ be with you all.
Congregation: And also with you.
(Please share the Peace of Christ with each other)
Celebrations, Joys and Concerns
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our Prayer.
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer...
Our Offerings to God
“God loves a cheerful giver.” Let us present our tithes and offerings to God
Offertory Music
*Doxology (607)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;

Praise Triune God, Whom we adore. Amen

Offering Prayer

God of abundance, everything we have is on loan from you. Help us be good
stewards of all your precious resources. Bless these gifts we give in return that
they might, in turn, be a blessing to others. Amen.



Prayer for Illumination Rick Dees

Let us Pray: God, your Word directs every step we take. Help us listen closely to
your Word as it is read and preached today, so we may understand your message
and follow your will. Amen.

Scripture 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 Rick Dees

Paul wrote, “When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming
the testimony of God to you with superior speech or wisdom. For I decided to
know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. And I came to
you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My speech and my
proclamation were made not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not on
human wisdom but on the power of God.”

Anthem
Scripture Acts 17:16-31

While Paul was in Athens, he was deeply distressed to see that the city was full of
idols. So Paul argued in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons and
also in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. Also some
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers debated with him. Some said, “What does this
pretentious babbler want to say?”” Others said, “He seems to be a proclaimer of
foreign divinities.” (This was because he was telling the good news about Jesus
and the resurrection.) So they took Paul and brought him to the Areopagus and
asked him, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? It
sounds rather strange to us, so we would like to know what it means.” Now all the
Athenians and the foreigners living there would spend their time in nothing but
telling or hearing something new.

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how
extremely spiritual you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked
carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the
inscription, ‘To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this I
proclaim to you.

The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven
and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by
human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals
life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the



whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the
places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps
fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of
us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own
poets have said,

‘For we, too, are his offspring.’

“Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or
silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God
has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world
judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given
assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

This 1s the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Message Rev. Elizabeth Lyman
*Sending Hymn #353 My Hope is Built on Nothing Less
*Benediction

*Song: Let There be Peace on Earth

Let there be peace on earth Let peace begin with me,
And let it begin with me. Let this be the moment now.
Let there be peace on earth With ev'ry step I take
The peace that was meant to be. Let this be my solemn vow,
With God as our Father To take each moment and live
Christians all are we. Each moment in peace eternally.
Let us walk with each other Let there be peace on earth
In perfect harmony. And let it begin with me.
Postlude:

*Please stand in body or in spirit



Announcements:

*We are collecting school supplies for Altar Valley Schools. (Xerox paper,
pencils, erasers,markers, colored pencils, rulers, crayons, pencil sharpeners,
spiral notebooks, etc.) There is a collection bin in the Ranch House.

*You can still make a pledge towards the Jim Kinion HVAC Memorial

Fund. So far, $34,970.00 has been pledged towards our 375,000.00 goal and
$24,200.00 has been received towards those pledges.

*We will be holding a Defibrillator Instruction and First Aid Class this
Wednesday, August 13th from 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Please tell all your

friends and neighbors. Everyone is invited to this free and informative
seminar.

*This week, Pastor Elizabeth will be out of the office on study leave. We
welcome Rick Dees to the pulpit next Sunday.

*Please join us for an All Church Potluck on Saturday, August 30, from
12:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Copper Crest Clubhouse (7700 West Bopp Rd).

We will have full use of the kitchen and there are plenty of electrical outlets.
Questions? Call Dee Ellis (520) 270-8367.

*Please note: There is no Bible Study until September:






CELEBRATING TIME

667 When Morning Gilds the Skies
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1 When morn - ing gilds the skies, my heart a - wak-ing
2 Does sad - ness fill my mind? A so-lace here I
3 Let earth’s wide cir - cle round in joy - ful notes re -
4 Be this, while life is  mine, my can -t - ce di -
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cries: may Je - sus Christ be praised! A -
find: may Je - sus Christ be praised! Or
sound: may Je - sus Christ be praised! Let
vine: may Je - sus Christ be praised! Be
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like at work and prayer to Je - sus 1 re -
fades my earth - ly bliss? My  com - fort still is
air and sea and sky from depth to height re -
this thee - ter - nal song through all the a - ges
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pair: may Je - sus Christ be praised!
this: may Je - sus Christ be praised!
ply: may Je - sus Christ be praised!
long: may Je - sus Christ be praised!
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This is not just a morning hymn, though this excerpt from an English translation of an early 19th-century
German text may not convey how thoroughly the original deals with different kinds of time throughout the
day. The tune was composed as a setting for this English text.

LAUDES DOMINI
6.6.6.D

TEXT: German hymn, c. 1800; trans. Edward Caswall, 1853, 1858, alt.
MUSIC: Joseph Barnby, 1868



CHRIST’S RETURN AND JUDGMENT

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 353
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1 My hope is built on noth-ing less than Je-sus’ blood and
2 When dark-ness seems to hide his face, I rest on his un -
3 His oath, his cov - e - nant, his blood sup - port me in the
4 When he shall come with trum-pet sound, O may I then in
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righ - teous-ness; I dare not trust the sweet-est frame, but
chang - ing grace; in ev-ery high and storm-y gale, my

whelm-ing flood; when all a-round my  soul gives way, he
him be found, dressed in his righ - teous - ness a - lone, fault -
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Refrain
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whol-ly lean on Je - sus’ name.
an - chor holds with -in the wveil.
then is all my hope and stay.
less to stand be - fore the throne.
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On Christ, the sol - id Rock, I stand; all
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oth-er ground is sink-ing sand; all oth-er ground is sink-ing sand.
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This hymn develops the imagery of Jesus’ remark (Matthew 7:24-27/ Luke 6:47-49) that those who believe in
him and act on that belief are like someone who builds a house on a rock. The text is set to a tune created for
it by a prolific 19th-century American composer and editor.

TEXT: Edward Mote, c. 1834, alt. SOLID ROCK
MUSIC: William Batchelder Bradbury, 1863, alt. LM with refrain



