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“Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his 
counselors, “Was it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?” They 
answered the king, “True, O king.”  He replied, “But I see four men unbound, 
walking in the middle of the fire, and they are not hurt, and the fourth has the 
appearance of a god.” Daniel 3:24-25 
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Welcome to Worship 

Announcements 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(…singing Happy Birthday, God Loves You!) 

*Call to Worship  (Proverbs 3:5-6)​ ​ ​ ​ Sheila Martin 

One: Please Stand in body or in spirit for the Call to Worship. 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 

    and do not rely on your own insight. 

All: In all your ways acknowledge him, 

    and he will make straight your paths. 

One: Come. Let us worship the Lord! 

*Opening Prayer​ ​   

*Opening Hymn #69 ​ Here I Am, Lord      (I, the Lord of Sea and Sky) 

Call to Confession​  

Prayer of Confession 

Ever-loving God, we confess that we are not always ready to trust your love. 
You call us to step forward in radical faith, but we cling to what is familiar, 
comfortable and non-controversial. You are eternally at work in the world, 
but we struggle to discern your presence in the signs of the times. Forgive us, 
O God. By your grace, give us courage to stand for what is right and good and 
to risk love and justice even when it is unpopular. Teach us faithfulness and 
perseverance for the journey ahead. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 

A Time of Silence 

[Please take this time in silence to offer your own prayers of confession—confessing your need 
for God and naming those barriers that keep you from knowing life as God’s beloved child.] 

 
 

 



Assurance of Pardon​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Friends, look around! We are indeed surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. We 
are the body of Christ, the family of faith, all of us both saints and sinners. The 
grace we receive in baptism washes away our shame and brokenness and unites us 
with one another in bonds of love and kinship. Proclaim the good news with me:  

All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 

 

*Passing of the Peace​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

​ Since God has made peace with us, let us make peace with each other.  

​ The peace of Christ be with you all. 

​ Congregation: And also with you.    

​ (Please share the Peace of Christ with each other)  

Celebrations, Joys and Concerns  

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our Prayer. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer…  

Our Offerings to God  

God is the giver of every good gift. Let us return our thanks to God as we receive 
this morning’s offering. 

Offertory Music  

*Doxology (607) 

​ Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
​ Praise Christ, all people here below; 
​ Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
​ Praise Triune God, Whom we adore. Amen 
 
 

 

 
 



Offering Prayer 

Generous God, receive these gifts as investments in your kingdom of love, 
justice and peace. Use this money and use our lives to bring about the world as 
you intend it. With gratitude we pray, Amen. 

Prayer for Illumination​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Sheila Martin 

Let us pray: God, source of all light, by your Word, you give light to the soul. Pour 
out on us the spirit of wisdom and understanding, that our hearts and minds may be 
opened to know your truth and your way. Amen. 

Scripture: Joshua 1: 1, 6-9​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Sheila Martin 

After the death of Moses, the Lord spoke to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’s assistant, 
saying, ... Be strong and courageous, for you shall lead this people to possess the 
land that I swore to their ancestors to give them.  Only be strong and very 
courageous, being careful to act in accordance with all the law that my servant 
Moses commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, so that 
you may be successful wherever you go. This book of the law shall not depart out 
of your mouth; you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to 
act in accordance with all that is written in it. For then you shall make your way 
prosperous, and then you shall be successful.  I hereby command you: Be strong 
and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go.” 

Anthem 

Scripture ​ Daniel 3: 8-16 

Accordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced the Jews. 
They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! You, O king, have made 
a decree, that everyone … shall fall down and worship the golden statue, and 
whoever does not fall down and worship shall be thrown into a furnace of blazing 
fire. There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the 
province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men pay no heed 
to you, O king. They do not serve your gods, and they do not worship the golden 
statue that you have set up.” 

Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego be brought in, so they brought those men before the king. 

 
 



Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
that you do not serve my gods and you do not worship the golden statue that I have 
set up? Now if you are ready, when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, 
trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, you should fall down and worship 
the statue that I have made. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be 
thrown into a furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god who will deliver you out 
of my hands?” 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we 
have no need to present a defense to you in this matter. If our God whom we serve 
is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, 
let him deliver us. But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve 
your gods and we will not worship the golden statue that you have set up.”​ ​  

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 

 

Message​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Rick Dees 

*Sending Hymn #649​ ​ Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 

*Benediction​ ​ ​  

May the grace of Jesus Christ, 
 the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you, now and forever. Amen. 
 

*Song:                               Let There be Peace on Earth 

Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me. 

Let there be peace on earth 
The peace that was meant to be. 

With God as our Father 
Christians all are we. 

Let us walk with each other 
In perfect harmony. 

 

Let peace begin with me, 
Let this be the moment now. 

With ev'ry step I take 
Let this be my solemn vow; 

To take each moment and live 
Each moment in peace eternally. 

Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me. 

Postlude:​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

 
 



Announcements: 

 

*This morning, Pastor Elizabeth is finishing her study leave. We welcome 
Rick Dees to the pulpit! 

 

*This morning, after worship, there is a Mission/Outreach Committee 
meeting in the back classroom in the Ranch House. 

 

*Please join us for an All Church Potluck on Saturday, August 30, from 
12:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Copper Crest Clubhouse (7700 West Bopp Rd). 
We will have full use of the kitchen and there are plenty of electrical outlets. 
Questions? Call Dee Ellis (520) 270-8367. 

 

*Please note: There is no Bible Study until September.  

 

*You can still make a pledge towards the Jim Kinion HVAC Memorial 
Fund. So far,  $34,970.00 has been pledged towards our $75,000.00 goal and 
$24,250.00 has been received towards those pledges. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 


